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Weekend trip
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Wish you every success
Kevin Stanley, Academic Coordinator

It is now a month the Spring Break Immersion program of 2017 ended, and
spring is truly here in Montreal. I send my greetings on behalf of the instructors, office
staff and monitors.

It was a busy time for you and your classmates, and for us too. We were happy
to have a large program this year, with students not only from Ibadai, but also from
other universities in Japan. With three classes of English and one of French, the
program is quite different from just a couple of years ago.

You all arrived in Montreal at Trudeau International Airport on Saturday,
February 25, very tired after your long flight from Haneda Mr. Severin from Minerva
Homestay connected you to your homestay drivers and your adventure began.

On the following Monday morning, you met your classmates and teachers in the
morning, and your monitors in the afternoon. You had classes every morning, and
pronunciation class four mornings a week.

During the four weeks, you did a lot of activities, and explored our city. You
went to Old Montreal, the Museum of Fine Arts, the Underground City, the McGill
campus, the Biodome and Planetarium, the CBC, Laserquest, ice skating, Saint
Joseph’s Oratory and the Underground Race. You tried Montreal special foods: bagels
with smoked salmon, smoked meat sandwiches and poutine, and of course, sugaring off.
You also got to visit (very cold) Ottawa, Canada’s capital, and (very sunny) Quebec City,
the capital of the province. Those weekend daytrips were certainly memorable!

My favorite part of the program is Teacher for a Day. We at McGill have
partnerships with two elementary schools in the Lester B. Pearson school board:
Children’s World Academy in Lasalle, and Clearpoint Elementary in Pointe Claire. In
this project, you worked with your classmates to prepare presentations about Japan to
match the curriculum of the schools. The days in both schools were a great success, and
they asked us to come back next year!

These four weeks passed very quickly but they are full of memories for you. You
made some great, long-lasting friendships with your classmates from Japan, and with
your monitors and host families here in Montreal.

I wish you every success in your studies in this academic year. I'm sure we’ll

see you again, and you are welcome back at McGill!
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Can’t wait to visit the busy Tokyo
Bree Rockbrand

This past March, I was offered the wonderful opportunity to be a Montreal tour
guide for Japanese students on a special exchange program.

On out first day of the program, I remember everybody, monitors included,
feeling a little bit lost and confused! There were so many new names and faces to
remember, but everybody had a smile on their face, a hand ready to shake and a
friendly "Hello!" to share with our new friends.

The first couple of days were fun! We were all getting used to each other,
sharing stories about our lives and comparing all the similarities and differences
between Japan and Canada. One of the big differences was the weather! Those first few
days were quite cold, and we even experienced a snow storm during the trip - all of you
students were so excited and took a ton of pictures of the crazy amount of snow, some
even building snowmen for the first time!

During your stay in Montreal, we went on many exciting outings - from the
Montreal Museum of Fine Art to the Sugar Shack, every day we learned more about
Montreal, Canada and North American Culture. At first some of you were shy to speak
up and talk to everyone in English, but day be day we all became closer friends and
more comfortable with each other.

One of my favorite parts of the trip was our awesome trip to Quebec City! We
walked around the town, looked at all the beautiful architecture and went sliding down
an icy bobsled track! The view was very beautiful and it was very sunny and warm for
Canadian weather!

I had such a great time with everyone. I am very happy to have learned a lot
about Japan, as well - I didn’t know about the earthquake, or Japanese food or culture
and now I can’t wait to come and visit the busy Tokyo streets!

We had so much fun together over the past month. By the end of the month,
everybody seemed a lot more comfortable in English and able to express themselves
with more ease, which was super awesome! It was so much fun hanging out with you

guys - hope I get to see you soon in the future!
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Thank you for wonderful time!
llyess Bachiri

Last spring, I had the opportunity to work as a monitor in the English
Immersion program at McGill University. I spent a month with Japanese students
coming from different parts of Japan. We did a lot of activities together, ranging from
hanging out in a coffee shop downtown, talking about all the cultural differences
between Japan and Canada, to going on a trip to the next city, taking crazy selfies and
falling asleep, exhausted, in the bus. The schedule was pretty full and I'm glad we
managed to fit everything we wanted to do in a month.

Regardless of their level of English proficiency, the students were very open,
outgoing, and talkative. Sometimes, the ones that are a bit less fluent would go on a
mission to figure out how to best express a certain idea or a fact, helping each other out,
grabbing a word from a friend, maybe a sentence or a common expression from a
monitor. It was simply a blast watching that collective effort to communicate and share
thoughts with us, non japanese speakers.

In Canada, you might hear some stereotypes about Japanese people being
introvert by nature, not very sociable, or way too formal in their interactions with other
people. Well, getting to know these Japanese students, could only prove that
stereotypes are likely to be wrong. The relationship monitor-student didn’t take long to
turn into friendship, at least for me. We all enjoyed each other’s company and were
curious to know more about each other’s cultures. In my opinion, the whole atmosphere
was very pleasant. And I think that’s a major factor in learning a foreign language. As a
matter of a fact, I've seen the students I've worked more closely with improve
remarkably throughout the program. By the end, I was honestly surprised by some of
the vocabulary they started using. English words tended to come out faster than before.
And seeing those results made me feel proud of the students, proud of all the hard work
they’ve been putting into learning the language.

Personally, I'm glad I had the chance to be part of this program, and I would do
1t again in heartbeat. Among other things, it made realize how fast a month can go by
when you're having fun and spending time with great people. I am still in contact with

some of the students and hope to see them again soon when I visit Japan.
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School of Continuing Studies - &

Department of Language and Intercultural Communication
Spring Break Immersion

¢
f@ McGill

SCHEDULE CEGL 260-701— Spring Break Immersion Program  Room 1047

£
CEGL - 260

February 27-March 24, 2017 Instructor: Kamran Ghazi Pronunciation Specialist: Pat Donnelly

Feb 27 Feb 28 Mar 1 Mar2

Mar 3 Mar 4

TETE | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday - | Friday Saturday Sunday
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School of Continuing Studies
Department of Language and Intercultural Communication
Spring Break Immersion

[ Tuesday
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Wonderful Days in Canada
AXEE AXaIa=Fr—var¥8 4% @#it (Konno Aki)

In this spring vacation, I studied English at McGill university in Canada. I had a very
good time in Canada.

First, in every morning, I had English classes. I learned speaking, listening, and
pronunciation. In Japan, grammar and reading are important. But, speaking and
listening were important in the class.
Especially, when I talked in English, I
didn’t have to care a mistake of grammar.
So, I could learn more practical English.
Because the text of listening was involved
in Canadian culture, I could know
Canadian culture at the same time. In the

pronunciation clinic, I listened to

pronunciation of a native speaker, and
practiced it. It was study I never study in Japan.

Second, in every afternoon, I visited a lot of famous places in Montreal with monitors.
My favorite place is Notre-Dame Basilica. It was very beautiful and amazing. Besides, |
had various activities every day, I enjoyed all of them.

Third, I stayed with a Canadian family for a month. It was a very good experience. My
host family was very kind. So, it was very comfortable. My host family made a lot of
occasions to speak English. I could improve my English skill not only in the school, but
also in my home. Also, I went to school by bus and metro. Therefore, I could experience
the bodily sensations of Canadian life.

Finally, it was very good that I joined this program. In this program, I could improve my
English skill, enjoy a lot of outing, make many friends. I'm very satisfied with this
program. Also, in Canada, I had many experiences I never have in Japan. They are very
valuable experiences. I want to continue to learn English and different culture from now

on.

FEER1 M
ASCER 2B ER &/ EE T (Kongoji Ayano)

HF A THERR L » AMZBS TN TEELE, RA 77 IV — 3L THHEUT
BERIIIFBRE TOHAWARGATNIIATEE Lz, ARA M7 7P —IZHRIZE THHEBEZFF-
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Through studying abroad in Canada for a month, I could spend inspiring and
rich days. I'll look back memories that became my irreplaceable treasure.
the reason why I decided to study abroad was I have been interested in foreign
countries and had a dream of going abroad. And one of aims while in college is to speak
English well, so I wanted to improve my English skill.
First, 'm going to talk about classes and activities in McGill university. We had
English classes in the morning. First class is speaking and listening. In this class, we
discussed in English with group members and practiced to take notes listening English
and explain what I listened. Next class is pronunciation. In this class, we listened

teacher’s good pronunciation and imitated it and studied differences of pronunciations
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that are difficult for Japanese. I could
improve my listening and speaking
because these classes are done in
English and we spoke with classmates
or teacher in English. Furthermore, we
had many activities that we could know

about Canadian cultures with monitors.

For instance, eating traditional
Canadian food, playing Laser Quest, seeing the beautiful church, making a news
program with classmates in a TV station, teaching Japanese culture to students in
elementary school. We experienced many things that I cannot write here.
The best treasure I got in this studying abroad is people I met. First, host
family who took very good care of me. My host family was father and mother and 5
years old daughter. They were so kind and taught me things about Canada or many
interesting things every day. On the last day, I was so happy because daughter said
“Haruna is a part of real family!” Next, monitors of McGill university. I have a lot of
memories with them. Especially, I made best friends with monitors of my group. So, it
was hard to say good-bye them and I cried loudly. And classmates were so good and have
high aspirations and I was influenced by them. I got many nice friends. I was always
happy because I could meet them. I will certainly go to meet them again.
Through this studying abroad, my motivation for studying English increased. I will
study hard to be able to speak English well. And I think I want to go to many countries.
Having an experience with different culture is so stimulating and fun. Furthermore, it
1s also the opportunity that I can take a look at myself again. At the end, the thing I
want to tell you is that you won’t surely regret. You must feel you are glad. I want to

study abroad more too!
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Reconfirmed the importance of studying English

AN 2= —T 3 2R KN (Ouchi Kei)

Needless to say, my purpose of this studying abroad was improving my
English skill. I want to describe what I did to improve English listening and speaking
skill.
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First, my host family was only host ¥ =

mother, sol was able to getopportunities
of one-to-one communication. Every day, 1
talked about what I had experienced at school
with her. It was difficult to explain detail
information in English. But considering the

ways tomake her understood details

was good practice of speaking English. Also, I
found it important to control conversations though talking with my host mother.
You lose your chances to speak English without talking positively because native
speakers speak English fast and theme of conversations are changed rapidly. To
speak with English speakers positively, controlling conversations, for example asking
questions and providing topics, is important.

Second, I watched English movies with my host mother when we were free.
Watching English movies initselfwasa good train for English listening,
and because we talked about the movies after we watched them, it was a good chance
to practice expressing my emotion in English.

Third, classes of McGill university were useful. Because our teachers spoke to
us in English we could train listening to English automatically. In addition to it, we did
listening tests consequently. And also, we had a pronunciation class almost every
day. This made it possible for me to find importance of accurate pronunciation and
improve pronunciation skill.

Thorough these experiences I could improve my English skill. Studying abroad
to Canada gave me higher enthusiasm to study English. I reconfirmed the importance
and pleasure of studying English. In order not to waste this precious experience, I will

continue to study English hard.

My Memorable Experiences in Canada
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Amazing experience in Montreal

BEEES  {BEH M (Sakai Madoka)

In this program, I had a very good time in
Montreal. One month is very short, and the time
has passed very quickly. I really liked Montreal and
I really didn’t want to go home. Through the
experience, Canadian education, my host family,

students in McGill changed my way of thinking.

First, the way of teaching students in
Canada was surprising for me. In the class, we have to think any times and ask
questions. Students interrupt teacher’s talk and ask questions. We never do that in
Japan. All we have to do is listen to the teacher and take notes. I'm busy in taking notes
and I'm not thinking of question during the class in Japan. But our teacher told us
Canadian children are grown up to think “why” always and don’t stop thinking. I think
that’s better than to sit quietly and just listen to teacher’s talk. We have to keep our
brain work. I think I've better change my way how to take classes.

Second, host family experience was very good for me. In my first week, I got
sick and I didn’t go to school. Second week, I could go to school but it was hard to make
friends because I was shy. It was nervous so I talked about that to my host family. Then
my host mother told me to be confident and respect myself. Don’t care about how other
people thinks, and just hop in to the group. That word really helped me and I had a good
time in school for the rest of the days. Because my homestay was comfortable, I could
enjoy school in Montreal. I'm very thankful to them. However, from this experience, I
thought I should take good care of myself and don’t care about how other people thinks
too much. I have to love my personality more. It was very good experience how
Canadian people think about themselves, and I love it!

Finally, I was surprised of McGill students. They were very enthusiastic at
studying. They studied hard. They knew anything! I was embarrassed of my ignorance.
In Canada, studying hard is natural thing. But in Japan, many university students
become lazy after the entrance. They are busy doing part-time job. I don’t say part-time
job is a bad thing but most of McGill students aren’t doing part-time job and studying at
the library on the week. I was embarrassed of my life in Japan. I thought I should be
happy to able to study and do it more hard.

These experiences of education, homestay, have contact with McGill students

changed my way of thinking dramatically. It was my first time to study abroad, and it

38



was very good experience even it is one months. Go abroad and know other culture is a

good thing. I want to experience more. Thank you for this wonderful experience.
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I participated this program during a spring vacation because I was interested
in English and foreign countries. It became a precious experience for me.

My host family were so kind. So, I felt the house where Montreal was like my
real house. On weekdays morning, I have English classes. These were very interesting
for me because I could speak a lot of English in the classes and two teachers were very
bright. In the afternoon, I did a lot of things. For example, go to popular tourist
attractions, eat Canadian food and go shopping and so on. I learned about Canada by
these. I like Canadian food called Poutine. Talking with our monitors became nice
training to practice English. And It was very fun for me. I learned a thing by talking
with them. It is very important to try to tell without fear. About one month is a bit short.
But, I could get a lot of things by this program. I will continue
study English for my growth. I'm grateful to all the people I

met in this program.
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My Life in Montreal
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I could have fulfilling days when I was in Montreal. All the people I've met in
Montreal made me precious memories. At first, I couldn’t tell them fluently. However,
they tried to understand what I wanted to say, so I gradually got used to speaking
English. They taught me English, the fun of learning and the importance of trying. In
this program, I learned the importance of acting spontaneously, not to mention to study

English. Finally, I'd like to thank you, my teachers, host families, monitors, friends.
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”5; Stimulate days in Canada
‘ ASCERARBER B YRR (Sarina

Takamatsu)

This was my first study abroad. For the

first time, I felt fear and worried about this

program. Actually, this 30 days brought me

precious time and stimulate days.

I will tell you about my story of my 30 days in Canada from 3 point of
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view.

First is about my class. My class had 18 students. They ware from 3 different
university. So, I got nervous whether I could make my friends. But thanks to many
activities, I could make friends of different university. Class schedule was that morning
class(9:00-11:00) was listening and speaking. This class used textbook. I had to listen
and speak many times, so maybe my speaking and listening skills were improved. After
that, I had pronunciation class. This was very great class. My teacher taught me right
pronunciation. For example, a difference of “r” and “1”, and a difference of “s” and “th”.
Afternoon was activity. I went to the Nortre-Dome Bacilica, Underground city, CBC
studio and so on. Everywhere was beautiful. And my monitor came everywhere with us.
So I studied English from conversation of my monitor. Monitors were very kind to me.
Now, they are good friend for me.

Second 1s about my host family. My host family was mother and father. My host
mother made my lunch and dinner every day. They were very delicious I liked her
dishes. And my host father played the guitar. I and he and his friend played the guitar
together every Tuesday. That was great time. We had a lot of conversation anytime. If I
spoke wrong pronunciation or wrong grammar, they understood me and they taught me
right pronunciation and grammar kindly. I was very happy because my host family was
their.

Third 1s about Montreal. Montreal was cold city but very kind and safety city.
Montreal has a lot of shops in underground and metro and bus. So Montreal was very
useful city. Metro was not so difficult and if you confuse what should you do, people in
this city tell you the way.

I leaned important things in this a month. For example, I try anything, there is
much kind of people and I don’t be afraid of mistake. This program changes my sense of

value. I learn important thigs of my life in this program.

Good experience
BEFUHRIERE BH f (Takeru Betsui)

I took part in McGill Immersion Program. I enjoyed

a lot and I could get motivation for studying through this
program.

In Montreal, most of people speak French, so I was

confused. However, if I asked something in English, they

could answer my question in English. In Montreal, there

were many students who came from different countries from
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Canada such as Colombia, China and Japanese. And also, most of them came to
Montreal not to study English, but French. In my case, my host family was really kind
to me, but they spoke French in their daily lives. And also, there were students who
came to study French. It was bad for me. In that situation, I couldn’t make good
conversation with them.

About the university, I envied McGill students. All of them have a motivation to
learn, and if we asked some questions, they could answer because they always had their
own ideas.

At the first day, we were divided into 3 classes. I thought almost Ibaraki
students would be the same class, so I was glad because I could meet different
university’s students more than I expected. A teacher was very good. She always cared
about us. She talked to us, and the class was very interesting because of she had
enthusiasm. After morning class, we did some activities with monitors. They were very
kind to us. We can speak English even though it was not the class time. I think speaking
English actively make our skill better. It’s also good for monitors. They can’t speak
Japanese. So, if you want to make good relationship with monitors, you should speak
English.

Through this program, I have a lot of things which I learned.

First, I didn’t know about Japan even though I'm Japanese. Sometimes, I was
asked about manga or anime, but I couldn’t answer well. And also, I can’t talk the
Japanese history. I always tried to escape from the history class, I'd never taken history
class since I was in high school. It’s difficult for me to talk about the Japanese history. I
want to study the Japanese history little by little.

Second, I realized the importance of the language. Many people speak both
French & English naturally. Last year, I took the Germany class but it was tough for me.
But, I saw many people who spoke French, I came to be interested in French. Of course,
I know that I should study English at first, but if I have time, I want to start new

language.
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My precious experiences in Canada
AU 2B R BHE fm3E(Saruta Tomomi)
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My best memory in Canada
AFEH #H2BFER BSFEE (Hayakari Yosuke)
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