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Enjoy English throughout your lives

Joyce Cunningham

This was my very last trip with our Ibaraki University students going
on their big adventure to Montreal this past February, 2013. | have
done this now for almost 15 years but did miss a few years because of
the SARS problem one year in Toronto, and so on.

There have been many exciting moments throughout the years such
as missing the plane one year and another, when one member of our
group had a panic attack on the plane and was taken off just before we
left. They were incredible memories and this trip too was no exception.

We all arrived safe and sound in Montreal after two long flights,
without repetition of any of the major incidents mentioned above and |
am so grateful to all the members of our 2013 group. Indeed, you were a NICE group! I'm sure
you had so much to tell Koga-sensei, when he came to pick you up at the end of the trip.

As | wrote above, the trip was almost without glitches... almost perfect and | re-joyce to tell you
that. We got to Narita Airport in lots of time, which was a relief! Kuroki-san, the travel agent who
came with us on the bus, was more than helpful to let me speak to the students on the bus
microphone and when you didn't understand about details such as going to your homestay families
via taxis with the last person in the taxi paying, he jumped in and explained in Japanese. | chatted
with each one of you on the bus to Narita, explaining about the general outline of the first few days.
Most of you had questions to ask, such as Canadian customs about tipping and all of you expressed
concern about having good communication with your homestay families.

At the airport, Kuroki-san also helped us to change money and to make sure that all my lovely
boxes got distributed among you. I couldn’t believe it: Shinji lalemasen: | counted the number of
boxes wrong: | thought I had 27 boxes total (26 plus one of my own) but there was a problem.

However, with my bad counting, Natsumi hadn't been assigned a box and Kuroki-san rather
strongly told the ticket lady to put that extra box on Natsumi's ticket. | was surprised when the
ticket lady rather meekly followed his orders. You can be sure that | brought back chocolates to
thank the employees of the travel agency because they all helped me so much with those boxes.
And so did YOU all. THANK YOU so much for your precious cooperation. | was retiring at the
end of March and needed to take back those boxes to Canada so | appreciated your help.

A few members of our group had too much in their suitcases: Aya for one but Chiemi helped her
and shared space with her in her suitcase and well, then, there was ... T am ashamed to say... ah...
me. | took out about two kilos from my suitcase and put them in my backpack and the ticket lady
was ok with that finally. Another BIG sigh of relief from ... me!

Then, we were ready to go through security and the x-ray
machines. More adventures: a few of our members made
the bells ring and consequently, were searched but, of
course!, nothing was found on them except on.... uh... me,
uh, again. The reason was that | was taking medicine to
Aoyama-sensei's daughter who was an exchange student in
Montreal at McGill at that time.

The x-ray man didn't like some of the stuff in the
package that | had taken out of my suitcase to make it X
lighter. There was a tense moment when | had to ask them what was in the 3 silver packs that they




were not allowing me to take as carry on. 1 think the girl who was explaining to me was Chinese
because when 1 told her that I couldn't read the kanji that was on the packs, she didn't seem to
register the fact that | should have known what was in the pack. | was relieved when she told me
that in the 3 silver packs was curry! not medicine but only curry :) So | let her take them.

However, later one of the students said | looked angry. :0 did I? hmmmm You were all
GREAT about waiting for me while | was talking to the girl at the x-ray machine. Nobody
charged on ahead of the group this time, like on the other trip when | couldn’t keep the members
together.

We went through customs without any more mishaps and, on the other side, got a lot of the little
silver carts for some of your heavy carry-on bags. We walked to the boarding gate and then had
about 20 minutes for shopping and relaxing. It was HOT in the airport but Eri was fine because
she immediately got some ice cream and cooled down. Aya knew enough about sake to advise me
about a good kind of sake to buy my brother and it got quite a few of you all discussing the merits
of the various kinds of sake. It was fun to listen to you discuss sake. Having had a student with
a panic attack on the last flight, | was careful to try to talk to you all and make sure that you were
not feeling too anxious before boarding the plane. However, very soon the flight was called and
we got on the plane, which this year, was not 4 hours late, thank goodness.

It was a long flight, and almost uneventful except that Yukina got sick at the end of the first part
of the flight, bringing up (vomiting) into the nearest bag. That maybe was because at the end of the
flight, to tell the truth, it was a bit rough. However, she was feeling the better of it afterwards.

After that long flight from Narita, it was good to land in Toronto and put our feet on Canadian
soil for the first time. However, 6 students were sent to the special inspection room during customs
inspection, because they maybe didn't answer clearly enough why they were coming to Canada. It
was nice to have the special letter from McGill for myself too because it identified me as the escort
and they allowed me into that room to group the students together and help them leave as soon as
possible. Once finished, we joined the rest of you waiting patiently for us and then, went to collect
the suitcases and ... my beautiful boxes. You all were helpful and kind and we collected everything
and went to the connecting flight room where we could leave our suitcases and go to get on the
next plane. We went through the security check again (I slipped that bottle of delicious sake into
my suitcase back at that point so | didn’t have a problem with carryon liquid.

I am so glad that we had a little later flight because it always takes time to get through customs in
Toronto and collect all luggages. Actually, in customs, we were lucky because they were just
opening a new line for people with connecting flights and so we got through pretty quickly. In
fact, it was my fastest time ever with this group. The normal lines are humungous and the place is
always flooded with incoming people waiting to go through customs.

I love getting on the Montreal plane because from Narita to Toronto, the plane still has a very
Japanese feel to it but the flight from Toronto to Montreal feels much more like being truly in
Canada because there is one big change. At that point, there are a lot of hakujin faces. It is a short
flight to Montreal of about 50 minutes. The sun sets and we arrive in Montreal in darkness.
Another big change happens too: all is snow here... especially in Montreal.  This year, upon our
arrival, it was not so cold... about -2 to 0 degrees, just about freezing or above so it is important to
have boots that don't leak... There is a lot of watery snow (slush) in the streets and water. In the
Montreal Airport, we got our suitcases and collected the boxes... EVERYTHING arrived and soon,
we were soon meeting Masako-san and our Minerva Homestay Directors, Kevin and Emma.

Masako-san addressed you all for about 10 minutes to let them know how to avoid getting sick,
and so on. Then, Emma divided you up into groups of similar destinations and you were off in your



taxis. There were a lot of tired, white faces among you all. | think most of you were feeling tense
and anxious because the moment of reality was nearing when you would have to ring the homestay
family doorbell and start talking English in earnest. Masako-san, her friend and Kevin of Minerva
were so000 kind to help me push the 5 carts of boxes to a place outside where my step-daughter
could come with her van to pick me up, look after the boxes and take me to my homestay. | am
truly grateful to the three of them for their kindness at the end of a long day.

How was it for you arriving at your homestay place at last? After saying hello and maybe eating
a little supper, getting a bath, you could finally have a good sleep and you didn’t have to get up
early the next morning on Sunday, when you were jetlagged. By the time | met you on Monday,
your faces looked much more relaxed and rested.

Monday was the first day of school and there was a lovely reception for you at McGill University.
We all met at the McGill metro and no one got too lost or was too late that first morning.  After
the reception where you met Effie, Director of our program, your teachers and Greg, you had an
hour's class with Marion and another hour with Greg for pronunciation. | LOVE watching Marion
who is warm and lively and also, Greg-sama teaching you all. I learn so much from him about
pronunciation each time. | think you were impressed with him and | know you benefited greatly.

After the classes ended in the afternoon, you got your metro passes and learned how to log into
the McGill computers. You met your afternoon monitors (McGill students) and were
divided up into 4 groups with a monitor for each group. Apparently, the monitors work well with
students and are popular being not only near peer models but native English speakers, studying full
time at McGill. How did you enjoy that experience?

Masako-san and | stayed with you all that first day: meeting you first at the metro in the morning.
It was quite a surprise when the name of the boutique and also the name of the 2020 university
office building where we were to meet were no longer there... The boutique had gone bankrupt and
the store front was all boarded up and they were repairing the 2020 building sign, which was also
no longer there. However, thanks to the kami-sama looking after us and keeping us safe, all of you
managed to arrive, only Miyu was a bit late because she was waiting with her homestay lady at the
wrong end of the metro but they both seemed relieved to see us all at last.  Finally, another bit of
excitement: Saki Honma hadnt brought her lunch that day for some reason or other but | took her
to a small restaurant where she could buy something.

On Tuesday, | saw Effie at lunch. Masako-san and | met the students in the metro on Tuesday too,
to help you get to the classroom without mishap.  You were busy learning Canadian money and all
the symbols and names that we designate to each coin in Marion's class. There were two other
problems: when coming here, Takanori had emailed his
family to say he was coming on Sunday instead of Saturday. Luckily, the family had experience
with students and checked with Kevin (homestay) rather than believe Takanori so the homestay
lady was there to receive him on Saturday night. One group only had problems with a bad taxi
driver who charged them more money than necessary.

| reported the incident to Emma but not much could be done, one day later. Shuhei had a
computer problem to log on properly to the McGill system but other than that:  all of you seemed
happy with your families and you were beginning to come out of jetlag. Your faces were more
rested on Tuesday morning and you were pretty genki in class. All was well and on track so far.

Third day of classes: more ongoing adventures. Aya Suzuki lost her house keys and although we
looked for them together in the morning before class, it was without success. She went to the
restaurant where she was in the afternoon at lunch and tried there, again without success. We kept
hoping that her keys might be turned in later so we did not give up but finally, her family took her



to a locksmith to get two keys more (at her own expense). The cost wasn't too bad and, at least,
the lost keys weren't some of those expensive keys. It could have been much worse. Anyway, you
all t were able to make it to the classroom that morning on time by yourselves. We didn't meet you
in the metro this time but rather, saw you directly in the classroom. All was well.

I saw Marion and Greg teaching and in the afternoon, they were dividing up 26 of you into four
groups of 6-7 students with a monitor (native English speaker McGill student) near your age and
there was lots of variety in the things the groups were doing with the monitors and learning about
Montreal.) | think you enjoyed the cultural/social/historical learning involved in these planned
afternoon activities.

| took you to 3 outlet stores in the afternoon after class and kept you moving along. It was good
that you already have your metro weekly passes and McGill IDs on Monday because we could
finish the shopping tour sooner and you could get home a bit earlier than in the past. You all looked
pretty drained and tired by the time we finished. | think you were glad to have seen a bit of
Montreal and furugia/outlets ... but were also quite glad to go home after that because you had
homework to do before going to bed.

All too soon, my last day with you arrived. There was a BIG snowstorm forecast for that day and
the next but luckily, | didn’t get stranded in Montreal and could fly out of the city. The trip was
almost uneventful except that I got caught again! | had 2 kilos over in my suitcase and had to
transfer some of it to my backpack because Masako-san had given me a present for Ohata-san but
she didn't mention that there was one bottle of 200 ml. liquid so the security people made me go

back to the checkout counter. At first, the ticket lady said | would have to pay $100.00!!!1111T to
check it and | said
Notnmnm way! | can't pay that. Finally, she allowed me to check my backpack and put

Ohata-sensei’s present in withouth the pretty wrapping paper that security had taken off). It was a
long flight back as usual but from Toronto to Narita, the middle person of a three-place row wasn't
there, so | could stretch out a little more, although | was careful to share with the other lady by the
window. That extra space makes a world of difference when trying to relax a bit.

It was so nice to be back in Japan. It is so beautiful. The service was absolutely delightful from
the suitcase delivery service to the person who gave me a nice yoghurt-juice mix in the airport to
the airliner bus baggage handling people. Japan is clean and the people are so polite. 1 love it.
The first day back was such a beautiful day after the snow of Canada. The plum blossoms were
ouT!i | could smell them before I saw them when | went to retrieve my suitcases from the
delivery service the next morning.

So | wish you all MUCH success in your studies and may you continue to learn and enjoy
English throughout your lives. | know the experience in Canada will mark you for the rest of your
lives and you will never forget it. Thank you all for being part of my memories of Ibaraki
University. Thank you to Ohata-sensei, Koga-sensei and Schmidt-sensei for being part of the
team. Bless you all!
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CEGL 344 - Intensive English/Short Course

February 25-March 22, 2013

Week 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Feb 25 Feb 26 Feb 27 Feb 28 March 1
Time
9:00-11:00 Welcome Instructor Instructor Instructor Digital Media Project
Reception
Instructor
11:15-12:15 | Pronunciation | Pronunciation Pronunciation Pronunciation
Clinic Clinic Clinic Clinic
12:30-1:30 LUNCH
1:30-3:30 Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor
Week 2 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
March 4 March 5 March 6 March 7 March 8
Time
9:00-11:00 Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor Digital Media Project
Prep CBC Prep CBC
11:15-12:15 Pronunciation | Pronunciation Pronunciation Pronunciation
Clinic Clinic Clinic Clinic
12:30-1:30 LUNCH
1:30-3:30 Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor

CBC-1:00 to 5:00




Week 3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
March 11 March 12 March 13 March 14 March 15
Time
9:00-11:00 Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor Digital Media Project
11:15-12:15 Pronunciation | Pronunciation Pronunciation Pronunciation
Clinic Clinic Clinic Clinic
12:30-1:30 LUNCH
1:30-3:30 Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor
Week 4 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
March 18 March 19 March 20 March 21 March 22
Time
9:00-11:00 Instructor Instructor Instructor Instructor Digital Media Project
Final Exam
11:15-12:15 Pronunciation | Pronunciation Pronunciation Pronunciation Attestation
Clinic Clinic Clinic Clinic Ceremony
12:30-1:30 LUNCH
1:30-3:30 Monitor Monitor Monitor Monitor Farewell Lunch at

Restaurant




m‘ M School of Ecole
o MCGlll Continuing Studies  d'éducation permanente

January 17,2013
Professor Ohata
Director of Ibaraki-McGill Program
Vice-Dean Communications Department
Faculty of Humanities
Ibaraki University
2-1-1 Bunkyo
Mito-shi, Ibaraki-ken
Japan 310-8512

INVOICE

This is an invoice for the Intensive English Language Training covering the period of
February 25wt to March 22n4, 2013 for a group of 26 students from Ibaraki University.
The total cost is $ 40,768 (26 students)

Fee per participant: $40,768 CAD

You may pay by a BANK WIRE TRANSFER using the following information:
Reference information to include with all Wire Transfers:

1) The department at McGill University that is to be credited.

2) The contact person at McGill University with their telephone.

3) The purpose of the payment.

This reference information MUST BE INDICATED with the wire transfer.

McGill University, Financial Services, Transaction Services

Contact: Maria Anania, Supervisor Accounts Receivable

Purpose: "Ibaraki Intensive English Language Training”

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Isaac Garcia-Sitton

Program Administrator, Language and Intercultural Communication



Invoice

MINERVA HOMESTAY INC.

3248 rue Des Quatre-Saisons
DATE |INVOICE #

Saint-Hubert, PQ J3Y 8P2

21/01/2013 750
Canada

Tel: (450) 462-7870 Fax: (450) 550-1659

BILL TO
Ibaraki University
2-1-1 Bunkyo
Mito

Ibaraki 310-8512

DUE DATE

01/02/2013
PLAN DATES WEEKS  RATE AMOUNT
RF Registration Fee 26.0| 150.0| 3,900.00

Full board (3 repas) / Pension complA“te (3 repas)
FB 26.01693.75 | 18,037.50
23/02/2013 - 16/03/2013

Full board (3 repas) per day / Pension complA-te (3

FBD : _ 26.0| 210.0 5,460.00
repas) A la journA©e 16/03/2013 - 22/03/2013

BC Bank Charges 1.0/ 15.0 15.00

List of host families by seperate email
Total 27,412.50
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My Second Hometown, Montreal
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I have never thought | would go abroad to study before staying in Canada. | hated learning
foreign languages and | had never left my hometown. However, my mind has changed totally
through intercultural exchanges. If I have much money and time, | would fly to Montreal right
away. In this report, I will write about my great time | had in Canada!

It was such a long trip to go to Montreal from Japan. | was too tired. When | met my host family,
they welcomed me with big smiles. To my surprise, my host mother served “won ton soup”. I
couldn’t believe. I never imagined | would eat Asian food in Canada. | could know the reason a
couple of weeks after.

All the members of my host family were very kind. My father, Robert, was a cheerful person. He
told me his funny stories of his young days, family, and friends. When | listened to him, I couldn’t
help stopping laughing. Host mother, Glenda, was a good cooker. She gave me a big lunch, such
as sandwich, apple, oranges, stick cheese, energy bar, orange juice and custard pudding every day.
It was the biggest lunch in my class.

I loved her banana muffins and pancakes. | could enjoy fluffy pancakes every weekend. Her
banana muffin is the best in my life. Their son, Evan, was gentle and handsome. He always talked
me with big smile at home. Sometimes my friends got jealous of me.

I enjoyed talking with them for two hours every day after dinner. Talking was a good practice for
me. | could learn pronunciation, intonation, and new words. We talked about the differences of
culture between Canada and Japan, the tax system in Montreal, the aging society of Japan,
Canadian’s personalities, and so on.

| realized Canadian people are honest. They unanimously say “I love~" at any time. They can
express love deeply what they love. On the other hand, the Japanese are not honest and don’t
express love in straight. However, | could be open with my feelings. | said “T love~!” frequently.

Canada is a big immigrant country. I could see a lot of people who might have come from other
countries such as from Asia, Africa, Europe and South America. Canadian people can accept other
cultures easily. Therefore | could eat many kinds of food like: Chinese, Spanish, Italian, Greek,
French, Mexican, etc. They don’t discriminate people by race and birth. They were very kind to
foreigners. You don’t have to worry.

The happy days flew swiftly like an arrow. | wept at the parting with host family because | really
enjoyed a wonderful time with them. | love my host family, friends, monitors, teachers, and
Canada. I didn’t want to say “Good bye” So I said “See you” instead. Montreal became my
second mother country after my month stay this year. Someday | shall go back again.

If you hesitate about studying in abroad, | strongly advise you to go out of your hometown and
challenge it. You can make new discoveries there, and your world will expand extremely.



Learned a lot in Canada
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By studying abroad, | learned many things. Of course | could learn communication by using
English, but I also had a lot of experiences that brought me up much more.

I have never been abroad. | was worrying everything. | decided to enjoy everything for my parents
who paid this program’s fee, and friends who supported me from Japan.

At the airport in Montreal, Ms. Masako who helped me during my stay gave us nice advice. That
was “In Canada when you speak nothing, nobody notices you. You have to say what you want to
do.” After that | picked up a taxi to go to my homestay house. | got off the taxi with a luggage and

found | left alone in unknown place. | was seized with big uneasiness.... | felt lonely but decided to
look up and found someone waving hands to me with big smile. She was my host mother. She



appeared at the entrance of the door. She carried my luggage into a house. She said “Welcome to
my house, Rika!!”, she hugged me tightly. I felt some relief.

The class in McGill started soon. Ms. Marion taught me English communication. I learned it’s
important to try to say something in English and don’t give it up from her. Mr. Gregory taught me
English pronunciation. It was difficult but his class was interesting. | learned the stress and the use
of tang were important. After lunch, I usually went out a lot of places with monitor. After school 1
went shopping with my friends. My favorite place was the Notre-Dame Basilica. | participated in a
mass. It was so mysterious and the chorus with the pipe organ was solemnity. Everything was so
beautiful. I was moved and felt like crying.

Last, I’ll talk about my homestay. Shirley, my host mother, was cheerful and warm. She made
everybody happy. She was also good at cooking. She was perfect. We did many things together. For
example, we fed birds and squirrels in the morning, went shopping, made pancakes! We spent a lot
of time together. | was so happy that my host mother was Shirley. | thank her very much.

I learned not only English but also importance to express my will to others what I want to do
from Canadian. | want to study English much more and like to live abroad for a year. Then I’ll
come back to Shirley.

My fruitful life in Canada
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The reason to study in Canada is that it has a program of homestay. Studying in abroad was my
dream and my aim. Before | went to Canada, | have never been to abroad. It was a first trip to
foreign country. I left Japan with a big worry, but when I saw my host family’s face, it was gone.

My stay in Canada is very worthwhile and stimulating for me. | felt one month was very short. At
McGill University, I learned English reading, writing, pronunciation,Canadian history, governments
in the world, contemporary society and so on from so many wonderful teachers. In Japan, the
Japanese is considering that reading and writing is the most important way for studying English.

But I think the form is not so useful in my life. Compared with Japanese English education,
Canadian form is more helpful and useful than Japanese one. McGill’s teachers considered that
speaking, listening, having a conversation is the most important things for learning English. | really
think so too. At first, I couldn’t raise my hand in my class to answer because | thought that raising
my hand positively was shameful thing. But through the Marion’s class, | appreciated how
important to express my feelings positively and | found pleasures to study new things. Now | can
talk without feeling shy to anybody.

Regarding my speaking English the big change was my pronunciation. In McGill teachers taught
us English pronunciation with using mirror. | realized | could learn pronunciation very well and it is
the best way. If I didn’t correct my pronunciation, I could not express my own feeling to my partner.
Moreover the pronunciation that | acquired in my life is the most useful and helpful.
Communication with native English speakers is the most efficient way to learn English
pronunciation.

Through my all days in Canada, I could learn a lot of things from Canadian. For example,
importance of cooperate with people, importance of being connected to new people, importance of
understand other cultures and languages. New people gave me stimulates and connecting with
people helped me so many time. Canadian taught me how important to understand each other
directly. Especially, if | did not go to Canada, | wouldn’t be able to learn how important to
understand each other because Canada is multiculturalism country. I’m really thankful for all
people who gave me a chance in Canada. If T didn’t study McGill University, I continued to study
in Ibaraki University with lowly motivation. And I couldn’t find any aims, dreams and the pleasure
for studying. From now, I’m going to devote myself to my study without fears and I’'m going to
grasp my chances of my own. Thank you so much!



Marvelous days in Canada
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“I'will never be able to study abroad.” I was thinking like that when I was a high school student
because | considered that it cost too much and it is done by only people who are good at speaking
English.

But | was interested in foreign cultures and differences from Japan. And | dreamed of traveling all
over the world. Although I was worried, I’d like to see and feel different cultures and speak English
to understand them. This is the reason that I’ve decided to participate in this program.

I didn’t have any confidence in English. My writing and reading skills were not bad but | was poor
at speaking. At first | could say only yes or no and thank you to my host family. My host father
always joked. Sometimes I couldn’t understand him soon. As time passed, | had improved my skill
in hearing. It must be thanks to hearing English all day. I could understand his jokes and laughed
with my host family.

Regarding my speaking skill, honestly I don’t have any confidence. I'm sure that my speaking
skill is better than before. Before starting class every day, we told our teacher what we did
yesterday and what was interesting or surprising. This time was good because we had to think what
we said in English every day. | thought the most important thing to communicate was trying to tell
what I'd like to say with knowledge I can use. It is not important whether the sentence is
grammatically correct or not. After | thought like that, | have changed.

It was my first visit foreign countries. Before coming to Canada, I was thinking that T can’t walk
around alone because of anxiety. But in Canada there are a lot of immigrants and we can see blacks,
whites and Asian like us. They live together and understand each other. After | noticed the thing, |
could walk around even alone. This is the nice point of Canada.

During living in Canada, | found characteristics of Japanese. First Japanese tend to say their
opinion after they hear someone’s opinion. When we talked with students of McGill University, one
student told me “please tell me YOUR opinion.” She emphasized “your.” It might be not good for
her that | really cared how people around me reacted to my opinion. Second Japanese too often say
“maybe.” When we can’t say yes or no clearly, we use this word. But it doesn’t give a good
impression. | felt the importance of having MY opinion and speaking without being afraid.

During staying for a month, | was surprised at a lot of differences and found a lot of new things.
Also | studied and enjoyed them very much. My days in Canada were marvelous. | found how
interesting the intercultural communication and how important we understood differences each



other was. This experience is start. | will keep the word of “don’t be shy” in my mind and I’d like
to visit other foreign countries positively.

Wonderful experiences in Canada
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When | was a high school student, | thought that | wanted to go abroad at least once. | knew that



there was a short English study course in McGill University. | decided to take
part in it for a test of my proficiency in English. I was not good at English and
didn't like it much for a long time. | thought that simple English was good
enough for me, because | wouldn't plan to work or live abroad in the future.

I noticed that my way of thinking was bad. I found that speaking English was
important for being active in societies which was going on globalization,
whether I’ll go out of Japan or not. That's because it's international language.
We had a chance to talk with exchange students who came from many countries
(Saudi Arabia, Italy and so on) to study English in McGill university. Of course, we talked in
English, but | felt strange that we can talk in only one language, English. English is used in
international conferences because it's at a high status in the language world. English is the only
language to bring people closer over the borders.

Though | have never been conscious, there's many English in our daily lives. If we pay
attentions, we can find English in many places. But we don't have many chances to speak English.
Though I work in a Japanese restaurant, whenever foreigners come to eat, | wait on customers
being nervous every times. It's difficult for me that | usually speak English without noticeable. But
through this study, | became to feel the importance of English as a way of communication because |
knew that my speaking wasn't good. And | learned the pleasure of making human relations by using
English through an exchange with McGill student s and a life with host family in my homestay. |
reflected that | had narrowed my world by myself even so | wouldn't plan to live abroad in my
future.

I went sightseeing to Montreal, Quebec and Ottawa in afterschool and weekends. | enjoyed
Canada very much. I'll study English more and | want to visit there again because | became to love
Canada. And | want to talk more with my host family and my friends | met during my stay. At last,
| appreciate my friends, teachers, Canadian people and all who made me memories together. Thank
you so much !

My wonderful days
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Before | visited Canada, What | know Canada was the only two things. One is good maple syrup
they have, the other is they speak in English and French. The reasons | decided to go was to enjoy
home stay in English speaking country to experience cultural differences between the two.

After | went to Canada, what | realized at first was that Canada was multi-cultural society. People
have different skin colors, speak various languages. | was interested in very much. When | asked to

my Canadian friends and host family of their ancestor, | found they came from various countries
such as French, England, Croatia and China. They all said “I am Canadian.” Japanese tend to care



about their blood relation and classify mixed-race people as half. However in Canada, they say that
those who were grown up in Canada are Canadian. | thought this idea resulted from the immigrant
history of Canada.

My life in Canada was really amazing. | experienced many things. Culture shocks T’ve
experienced were water was free and Japanese soy sauce. It was interesting to find cultural
differences. Learning Canada brought me better understanding Japan. | learned Japanese system as
well as Canadian system by comparing these differences. | became more interested in Japan.

I developed my English skills. It became easier to understand what they were talking about and
talk about myself in English. However my English is not enough. My stay was too short. | wanted
to stay more. There were many things that I couldn’t talk to my host family due to my poor English
skill. I want to be a better English speaker.

I think Montreal is one of the most attractive cities in the world. | enjoyed shopping, sightseeing,
eating. After school | walked around streets. | never felt bored. Especially the people in Montreal
were amazing. They were friendly, kind, interesting. I love them.

When | met my host family at first time, they welcomed me so friendly that I felt some relieves. |
had a really wonderful time with them. At the time I left my host family’s home, they gave me a
key saying ‘’Every time you can come back. We are family” I felt very happy. Now Canada is my
second hometown and I am Canadian as well as Japanese. I will “’come back” to Canada again.

Unforgettable month in CANADA !l
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I’m going to write about 3 things, homestay, school life and Canadian foods. | had 2 people as my
host family, mother and daughter. Host mother has a son but he lives in Vancouver. They were
friendly and kind. Host mother was my English teacher. When I asked what a “portion” was, she
told me to guess at first.

When she asked what I thought about something, I had to answer like “~, because~". They were
good chances to learn English out of class. When | talked with a Canadian, I kept in mind 3 things
that host mother had told me. The first was saying NO. It was difficult for me but important. The
second was NOT saying ‘maybe’. The Japanese often use that word. It has no meaning for
Canadian.

The last was how to answer a question like “Don’t you think so?” It was too difficult for me to get
used to it. | repeated the question like “I think so/ I don’t think so”. I continued this in Japan.
Before | started homestay, | was worrying about my meals in Canada. However, my host mother
was good at cooking. I loved her cuisine very much.

At McGill University, | had 3 classes in a day. The first was the class with using textbook. Pair
works were so interesting. The second was pronunciation clinic. | learned a lot of new things
through this class. It made it clear how to pronounce ‘a’, consonants and so on. I always looked
forward to this class. The third was the class with students” monitors. During the class, they brought

us to a lot of places in Montreal. We went to Notre dame basilica, an art museum, café and so on. It
was so exciting. At first, | was difficult to communicate with them. However, finally 1 could



understand what they said and explained to us.

One of the most memorable things in Montreal was food. | had a lot of chances to enjoy Canadian
foods. Every Friday | went out to eat lunch. | ate bagel, smoked meat and meals with maple syrup.
After school, | went to eat ice cream, waffle, poutine with my friends. And one of our monitors
took us to café, brownie and chocolate pizza. | went to Tim Hortons almost every day. | really liked
all of them. | totally had a wonderful experience in Montreal. | will keep learning and speaking
English for the visit of next time.

Marvelous program of McGill University
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From February 23 to March 26, | stayed in Canada to study English. This experience was my
first opportunity and experience to touch the other country’s culture. “Let’s go abroad without
thinking this, that and the other things!” I had my idea like this. Therefore many times, | could not
talk with my host mother well and | realized that | should have studied English much more. Colleen,
my host mother, understood my poor English. Thank you very much, Colleen.

After my long air trip from Japan, I arrived at my host family’s home. Then, | was surprised that
people in Canada took off their shoes when they got in their house. “In foreign country, people put
on their shoes even in their houses.” I thought so far. But it was not so and it was nearer to Japanese
custom. Of course, many customs were different between Japan and Canada. | got culture shocks
sometimes. However, in such a case, | found and learned that there existed the same customs.

I had a difficult time when | took a bus. System was different from Japan. Japanese buses
announce the next bus stop name, but in Montreal they never announced next stop. | had to find my
bus stop by myself. Also, | could not find a buttons for the bus driver to know that | would get off. |
had some fear to taking the bus sometimes.

Through this McGill program, | could know | had to get my courage. | was nervous to ask
something to strangers. But in Canada, | was restricted to use my cell phone only in my host
family’s home and McGill University. And 1 couldn’t search information by myself. In that
situation, I couldn’t say “I’m not good at asking to stranger.” I became brave and | was able to
ask to people whom I don’t know.



Second, | learned that | could talk with the person who spoke other language if we had the strong
will to tell something. One day, | was spoken to a boy who spoke only French. In Quebec and
Montreal, French is the official language. I told him that I couldn’t speak French and he couldn’t
speak English. We were in trouble. However, | could barely understand that he wanted to go a near
station. I tried to explain the way to the station with my gestures. I didn’t know that I could explain
well, but finally he said to me “Merci beaucoup.” I had a good experience.

“Time flies like an arrow.” While my say in Canada | realized this was true. | experienced a lot
and had great memories. Sadly my English vocabularies were still poor, but the opposition | speak
English became less than before.

The most important thing | got in this program is the human relationship with people in Canada,
the students of Ibaraki University who studied with me, my host mother, my teachers of McGill
University and Ibaraki University, my monitors, Ms. Masako, the host families of my friends, and
so on. If T hadn’t joined this program, | would not have met them. | was so happy to meet them.
And | thank to my parents who allowed me to participate in this program and my friends who
supported me.

Montreal Report
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First, ’'m very glad what various experiences were able to carry out in Canada for me by taking
part in this program. | would like to be thankful to the teachers who gave such an opportunity and
many people concerned with it.
I think that the life of one month in Canada was the most substantial period in the past. Before the
departure, | was so afraid of overseas stay for a month and study of English in the university in the



spot. However, when the life in McGill University was started, | noticed such uneasiness was only
groundless apprehensions.

Although the purpose of this program was studying English, | was realized the difficulty of using
English when I received actually native teacher’s lesson in the university. Although I was strong in
English comparatively at the time of a junior high school and a high school, English for talking was
completely different from it for reading and writing. Since it was not used to taking considering the
words for suitable the meaning, or considering grammar in English, | had trouble talking with my
host family and our monitors.

While the life progresses, I think it progressed somewhat, however, honestly I don’t reach the
level which can talk without scare. Moreover, | had also trouble the lesson of pronunciation. The
lesson of pronunciation by Greg was so interesting that | could receive it with pleasant every time.

However, it was difficult to do pronunciation of “I1” for me and I was often checked. I thought that
it was lucky for me that there is no examination of pronunciation in the last examination of this
program. As a result, the lesson became a cause which 1 think that I will care about pronunciation
more at an opportunity to speak English from now.

| feel that 1 went not only to the university but also to the other places to play and to eat almost
every day. Individually, these experiences were more impressive rather than lessons. Especially, the
third week of the stay started in inspection of Notre Dame Cathedral in an old city, and was search
of old port of three times, inspection of a maple factory, a travel to Ottawa, St. Patrick’s festival,
and it was busy and pleasant week.

At this time, it became impossible to relieve the fatigue under stay very much, and I feel that | was
living always memorizing bodily weariness. It can also say that the favor of the monitors which
were always on our side helped our life in Montreal substantial. Especially, | was surprised by the
power of action of Rachel who was the monitor of our D group. Probably | think that D group went
out more frequently than any other groups. Although sometimes | was taken almost compulsorily,
now, it is good memories. I’'m very thankful to Rachel and Conner.

Moreover, | was indebted also to Ms. Takahata who was living there. I took part in both of the tour
of Quebec and Ottawa and | stayed her house every time because her house was convenient to the
bus stop. She always welcomed us warmly. | was very happy.

And above all I’'m sincerely thankful to the host family who met me pleasantly and took care of
me for one month. | felt a warm atmosphere from the moment of talking for the first time at the
first day, and felt sense of security to the life in Canada which will start from now on. At home,
except that Charles, her son, came back during a weekend, | lived with Yvette, my host mother,
fundamentally.

I always watched TV with her and occasionally we made supper together. Especially, the lasagna
made on the first Friday is a taste of recollections. It was regrettable that the time of back home of
me became later and the time for preparation of supper or taking each other has decreased after
entering in the second half. | appreciate the tenderness that she saw me off with laughing to the end.

| thought that the stay for one month was so long, however, in fact, it was very substantial and
every day has passed over at the beginning in the twinkling of an eye. Also after coming back to
Japan, | feel the sorrow of parting from Canada, and whenever it remembers, | would like return to
Canada even now. | consider that | could get many things so much by this program. I believe that
someday this experience will be employed efficiently in the life.

Finally, | appreciate all the people which met in this program. Thank you.



Staying in Canada was wonderful!
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I stayed in Canada for a month. | really enjoyed staying in Canada and studying English. During
my stay in Canada, | could have my confidence that | was able to talk with foreigners by using
English. However, | also felt keenly that my vocabulary was not enough to explain my feeling and
thinking and | decide to continue studying to improve my English in Japan. Before visiting Canada,
of course | like English, but I didn’t think English as useful. Because in Japan, I don’t have a
chance to speak in English except in my class of university. | couldn’t be motivated to study.
However, my stay in Canada made me motivated to study English. Using English, | noticed that it
was fun to output knowledge of English that I have studied since | was eleven years old.

I talked with many people such as, my host mother, teachers in McGill University, students and so
on. | spent much time talking with my host mother. We talked about differences between Japanese
and Canadian cultures. She was interested in the art. She taught Canadian art to me, especially
native art. She had some hobbies I have never experienced riding a horse. Talking with her spread
my interesting. She loved movies and introduced to me. Now | also became fan and bought book
about them. Students who take the program of McGill will stay with host family.

I think that staying with native English persons is the best way to improve speaking English. My
host mother knew my purpose to study English. | could try to use English without any shame. She
sometimes modified my English and taught appropriate expressions. After coming back to Japan, |
still keep touch with her.

The class in McGill University was very exciting. There were many good teachers and monitors. |
was especially impressed by pronunciation class. When | pronounced English, I didn’t concentrate
my shape of mouth and tongue. After the class, my mouth had some muscular pain. | noticed that
my pronunciation was different from native one. Practicing pronunciation, | thought that my
English was improved a little.

I learned not only English but also Canadian places and cultures. The place | impressed the most
by was Niagara Falls. In general, I hardly moved by nature. Although when | saw it | was too
surprised to speak. It was so magnificent and beautiful! | took many pictures. | will never forget it.

I also enjoyed walking around Toronto with my friends. Ibaraki students were divided into small
group. My group planned to go to museum of ice hockey, museum in Ontario and so on. It was fun
to watch pictures drawn by famous painter, but it was difficult for me to comprehend abstract one.
Toronto is a one of the biggest economic cities in Canada. There are many buildings and stores. |
also enjoyed shopping and eating.

In Canada, | could eat many cultural foods. There were Japanese restaurants, but | decided to try
cultural food that | have never eaten. The food that my host mother cooked was delicious. When |
was asked what food impressed me the most, | would answer poutine. It is French fries with cheese
and sauce. | have eaten it four times in Canada. In Japan, | usually eat a food that has weak taste. |



sometimes miss poutine very much. | learned many things in Canada. | heard that Canada in
summer is different from winter. | will probably visit Canada in summer.

Kanako in Canada
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I thought | would like to go abroad during student’s days because | have
enough time. And | was interested in staying foreign home. | chose McGill
English course. In 1% grade in Ibaraki University | was very busy. | thought participating in this is
also study English addition to relax.

My final goal was that | can express what I am thinking. The more and more | studied, | enjoyed
having communicating in English and try to hear and think and talk only in English without
translating into Japanese. It was very difficult. |1 had regrettable mistakes often. It made me try
more.

I also learn various things in Montreal. | felt that Montreal had various races. | learned that people
didn’t judge by looks only. | was moved adopted-children grew commonly. My view to the value of
family has changed. It is not only blood relationship.

I liked spending time with my host family. My host mother was concious of me and my host
father liked music. Pets were very cute. | was very sad because | had to depart from them. | was

very acconcious to them. And | thank to people I met in Montreal and friends study with in McGill.
I would like to make use of this experience and lives.

Thank you, Montreal!!
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I went to McGill University in Montreal to study English. | could have many experiences. T’ll
write my Montreal life! Montreal in winter was so cold. | had to wear a coat all days, and when it
had snow, | had to wear a hat too.

Montreal has two official languages, English and French. I can’t understand French. | had some
trouble to spend my live there. My favorite café in Canada is Tim Hortons! It’s so cheap and good.

I was very happy to live with my host-mother, Jayme. She was so kind to me and | talked with her.
It was what we called girl’s talk. She was like a mother and sister! She has a dog. His name was
Banjo. He’s so cute, likes me maybe. I miss him. I enjoyed talking with her about dogs, hobby,
family.

Owing to her, my English improved much better! My days in McGill were so excited! My group
D’s monitor, Rachel and Connor was so kind to us. She took us to many places, such as,
Notre-Dame, skating link, place to eat poutine, Chinatown. Notre-Dame was the most beautiful
place I ever seen! | would like to visit again.

| was happy to join many events in Montreal. March 17" is St. Patrick Day. Almost all the people
wore or had goods of green colors. It was my first time to join like this festival. People in Montreal
are so funny, friendly and kind to everybody. | love Montreal and people lives there. | want to come
back there again!

I was surprised at a lot of differences between Japan and Canada every day, for example, a
quantity of meal, people often ignore traffics, buses don’t tell next stop, and so on.

First week in Montreal, it was difficult to live there, but | was used to doing and got toughly. |
was confident to speak with a stranger, and talk in front of everyone! Furthermore, | could get
priceless friends in Montreal. I’ve never forgotten these memories in Montreal. I hope I’ll come
back there in the future.

Special thanks to Jayme and Banjo©



My Great Experience in Montreal
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I was not good at English and did not want to study English. On the other hand | was thinking it
should be nice and fun to speak English would be fun and am longing to speak English well.

One day my friend and | joined guidance for the English short course in McGill. My prfessor
said to us “If you stay and study English in English-speaking country, you can enjoy speaking
English!!” It excited my curiosity. | decided to participate in the program.

I took two morning classes by Marion and Gregory. Marion taught us speaking, listening,
reading, writing and grammar. In addition she told us various topics of Canada. Then Gregory
taught us the English pronunciation. He also taught the pronounced intonation to speak emotionally.
I was very interested in the classes in McGill because they were different from what | had ever
taken in Japan. Both teachers brought up a feeling to want to study English positively.

Many people in Montreal | met were wonderful so much!!

We made friends with some students of McGill. They talked to us many times and took us
various places, everything was very fun!!

My host family consists of three people; beautiful mother and two cute girls. | enjoyed drawing
pictures, reading some tales, doing Origami, and so on with the children. Sometimes the host
mother took me drives in various places at night. Thanks to her, I saw the impressive night view of



Montreal. And she is a student to become a nurse, so when | had a fever,
| could take a rest in the home while feeling relieved.

Even other people I didn’t know were so kind to me in Montreal, so |
enjoyed going outside every time. | thought | want to have a kindness of
heart like them.

| had a so great time in Montreal. It was the best experience | had
ever experienced. I’ll never leave the memory. I’d like to express my
deep gratitude to my parents, friends, teachers, host family, and a lot of
others who helped me in Montreal.

My Canadian life
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To study abroad was one of my targets of my student life. The reason why I chose this intensive



program is that | wanted to live with local family and to feel local life.

Anna is my host mother. She is good at cooking. | like her cuisine and talking with supper. | was
looking for every supper time. | love Anna, Magik and Baci. | really enjoyed spending time with
them.

I realized English is great tool for inter-cultural communication. When | had opportunity to have
conversations with students who belong to another language class, | talked in English with people
from various countries. | had so good time and this experience made my motivation to study
English up.

Marion’s class and Gregory’s class in McGill University were very interesting. | felt my
English was improving step by step and | wished my class would go on. Thank you our teachers.
I’m going to continue to study English.

Thanks to my monitors, my activities in the afternoon and my free time were so substantial. I
enjoyed all activities with our monitors. | felt time flew like an arrow. | will never forget these
wonderful experiences in Canada. I’ll study English harder and | would like to visit Montreal
someday again !

Wonderful Days in McGill!!
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It was a good experience for me to stay in Canada and study at McGill University. At first, | was
very nervous to stay in foreign country for a month. It was my first time and a long stay. But | was
relieved when 1 first met Maria and David. They were very kind to me. They have two dogs named
Jelly Bean and Buddy. They were very cute.

Maria and Davit like cooking. They made many countries’ traditional cuisine for me. Almost of
all those were strange for me. But those were very good. | like food which they made for me.
Sometimes my friends and | cooked Japanese food for them. | spent good time with theme, such as
talking a lot, watching movies and driving with them. I enjoyed every day very much. I’'m missing
Maria and David now.

I don’t like studying English. But T want to speak English to talk with many people in the world.
I wanted to do homestay before. | think that homestay is best way to study English .I became to
think studying English in Canada was much more interesting than japan.

I spent lots of times with my Japanese and Canadian friends in Montréal. And | visited lots of
places in Montreal. Old Montreal is one of my favorite places. There are many old buildings. | like
the view very much. | went to lots of churches in Canada. The atmosphere of churches was quite
clear and my mind was washed. | met many people there and I like them. | hope our friendships

will continue forever. I’ll never forget those memories in Montreal. | should study English much
more. | want to visit Montreal in the near future again.



My experiences in Canada
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This spring vacation was something special for me. | want to tell everything about my experiences
but it’s too much to tell, so Id like to write about my daily life and so on.

First of all, I’ll introduce my daily life in Canada. Before this program started, most of my friends
who joined the program had already got in touch with their host family, however, in my case, it was
too late to send an e-mail to my host mother, who I called IMA and finally | had to leave Japan with
no reply from her. For this reason, | was full of anxiety when I arrived at the Pierre Elliott Trudeau
International Airport. Furthermore, we were to share a vehicle and the teacher separated us into
some groups, but my name wasn’t called to the end. Finally one of our supporters drove me to my
host mother’s house.

My house was in the Nun’s Island. Almost all of my friends commuted McGill University by
metro, but | had to take a bus. The first day of school, which was my birthday, I lost my way to my
house and | managed to go back to my house later than | had told to IMA without knowing that she
had cooked special dishes and had been waiting for me. | felt sorry and ate the dishes. They were
nice. | want to eat her cuisine again.

In the university, | had three types of classes. From 09:00 to 11:00, | had a grammar class. Of
course | had studied grammar hard to pass the entrance examination when | was a high school
student. But McGill class was something different and new for me.

For example, can you explain the difference between “will” and “be going to”? Can you use the
present continuous correctly? | think that college students have to learn English in English, not in
Japanese. Another was about pronunciation. I used a mirror and checked the shape of my mouth.

In Japan, | did not have opportunities to speak English. Although the Japanese are good at
writing skill, it’s no use when we talk. I want to continue to practice pronunciation.

The other was activities with our monitors. They were students of the McGill University and
came to see us in the afternoon. We talked a lot and went to many places near the university.
Montreal has many places which are worth for visiting. | learned not only English but also
Montreal and those who were living there.

As a result, this short-term study was good experiences for me. Of course, | sometimes felt
inconveniences but it made me grow. Things don’t start without acting, I think.



My Glorious Memory
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I left Japan for Canada on March 23", 2013. | was the first time for me to visit Canada but | have
been abroad several times. That is why | was not worrying my stay in Canada. | was solely excited.
First, I talk about my school life at McGill. In the Marion’s class, | learned grammar, vocabulary
and so on. Moreover, | practiced pronunciation in the Gregory’s class. In the afternoon, | spend



time with my monitors. My English skills have become better through my school life in McGill.

Second, | will talk about my homestay. There are two members in my host family. One is a
mother, Helena and the other is a daughter, Sofia. Thanks to them, my life in Canada was
comfortable. Furthermore | could learn difference of lifestyle between Canada and Japan.

Third, 1 talk about holidays and after school. | went sightseeing, shopping and so on. | and my
Ibaraki University students stayed in Toronto on the last two days of this program. Then, finally |
could see the Niagara Falls. | did everything that | wanted to do in Canada.

In this way, | had a very very good time in Canada. | could learn so many things, meet a lot of
great people, and make a lot of memories. | decided to study English much more and go to Canada
someday to meet my host family and my friends. This trip was seriously awesome!

My impressions in Canada
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It was so difficult for me to decide to study abroad. It was because | was afraid whether | could
speak English fluently or not. However, I’ll certainly be busy next year because of job hunting.

Therefore, | decided this year. Also | learned many things from studying abroad. Therefore, I
would like to introduce wonderful experiences in Canada.

When | was in Japan, I couldn’t raise my hand. It was because I was shy and students in Japan
didn’t raise their hands and they only listened to teachers’ stories. Therefore, they don’t need to
raise their hands and speak out and have a chance to speak in English. However, it is natural for
students in Canada to speak their own opinions in the class. When | was asked my opinion, | was at
a loss what to do at first. At last, I wasn’t afraid of raising my hand and speaking.

Also, I learned it was important to be kind to strangers. When | went to cafes and restaurants in
Canada, staffs were kind to me. For example, staffs were willing to talk to me and taught me the
places to visit. Also, people in Canada helped me kindly when I was lost my way.

In case Japanese found a foreigner who was lost or in trouble, they would not pay attention and
help. Tt is because they think they don’t have ability to speak in English. Although you don’t need
to speak in English, most Japanese think you must speak fluently to help in that case. However, |
could know people in Canada were kind to me and thought | should be kind to strangers.

More | spoke to people in Canada, more knowledge | gained. Thanks to many people, | have
matured as a result of this experience. Thank you so much!!



Looking Back on my English Program
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The month T lived in Canada was so exciting. I’'m thinking back my days, people who | met in
Canada are coming back to mind, and I would smile spontaneously.

First, I’d like to write about McGill University. I heard that McGill has great history and McGill
is a prestige school, so I worried whether or not I can follow the McGill’s classes. But teachers in
McGill used plane English and spoke clearly for us. Thanks to it, | could understand what they said
to us. Monitors in my group spoke a little fast, so I couldn’t listen at first. But I could listen what
they said after the first week, and | could enjoyed conversation with monitors after the second week.
The class of pronunciation, the teacher taught us thoroughly and practically. | could realize the way
to pronounce. Furthermore, McGill’s class was not only pleasantly but also practically, therefore we
got speaking skill. We had a lot of voicing opportunities, and distance was very closely between
teachers and students in physicality and mentality. | felt that English was changing from just
“subject” to “language” through the McGill’s classes.

Next, I’'m going to write about homestay. | had anxiety about homestay because Japanese was
alone in the host family. My host family was organized by three people, mother and twin brothers
who are eight years old. At first, I couldn’t understand what the children said because they spoke
too fast. | have asked them back many times over, as a result, they were in disgust by me. Therefore
I was often afraid of speaking English to them. But the feeling that “I want to talk and play more
with kids!” became the motive power. Thanks to kindly and tender mother, and naughty and pretty
boys, the days of homestay was so exciting.

The memories of the days in Canada are unforgettable. This program is a big experience for me.
Thank you very much for all the people who supported this program and the mates who spent the
days together in Canada. And thank you so much for Canadian people who I met. I’'m sure to go to
Canada again. I’m looking forward to seeing Canada!

| love Canada!!! Thank you Canada!!!
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Susan, Maurice, Jade and Lucy, thank you for accepting me for homestay. I’m sorry that there
was no chance to talk too much. I think that | was able to take more communication if | could
speak English much better.

First day, Susan said to me "Find your pleasure in Montreal by yourself". It was true.
Thanks to you, | was able to spend very quality times in Montreal. | will continue to study
English. | hope your happiness in the future.

Finally, thank you for my host family, teachers of McGill University and Ibaraki University,

Masako-san, all monitors, all McGill members, my family, all people who supported me and
Canada. | love Canada!! I love Montreal!!

| am Mr. So So
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Dear family

Thank you for taking care of me for one month. Although it was really uneasy in the beginning,

| was able to get along with you thanks to your kindness. | had a good experience in your house.
When | left the house last time, | was not able to say anything. But | appreciate to you very much

and I want to see you and eat Regis’s supper again in the future. I am very glad if you keep in touch
with me with Facebook. Since | go to Montreal, I tell you. See you!

My life in Canada
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I could spend wonderful days in Canada. In conclusion, | could improve my English skills and
could realize and feel Canadian culture. | thought a lot of things I could learn many things. | am
very satisfied, because | made a good use of my vacation.

If you’re wondering whether to participate in this program, | will recommend that you should
join. At first, | was wondering whether to participate in this program. | am not good at English.
That was the reason why | could not decide. | really am happy to join this program! | was able to
feel my progress. Teachers and students helped us that | could spend comfortable life very much.

I will talk good points of this program. First, | would like to point out is the class. | studied
English grammar a lot in Japan. But in McGill | study English communication and pronunciation
very much. | could feel pleasure to speak and communicate in English. It was fun for me teachers
told us humorous stories. Second was nice homestay! | talked with my host family in English. So
I could practice English at home too. And host mother’s dinner was so delicious that | really could
enjoy Canadian food and foreign country’s food.

I could talk with other foreign student at home. It was very interesting for me that | would talk
about culture each other. Host family was very kind that I could spend good time. To fell lifestyle
of Canada was a good experience. Third was my monitor. They helped us when | was in troubles.



Monitor was our supporters. They took me many places such as a zoo,
supermarkets, skating places, good restaurants. Thanks for my monitors |
could make some friends. I and monitors could become good friends and
really enjoyed talking and activities. Monitors made our life in Canada
exciting and interesting! And | joined to white-night festival and St. Patrick’s
Day. | visited Quebec City and Ottawa on weekends. It was nice memories
too!

At last I will talk about my feeling in Canada. Our teachers, friends and
host family were always telling me “don’t be shy!” The Japanese is shy because this is a culture.
But having my own opinion and to express my idea were very important. | learned this in Canada. |
think Japanese culture have good side. But Canadian culture has good side too. | want to respect
both cultures and accept many kinds of cultures! And | want to be a flexible person. The time |
spend in Canada was my treasure! Thank you so much for every one!

Canada
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This program had a sense of fulfillment for me. | was a little bit shy so far. But one month stay in
Canada made me open-minded and sociable person. | would like to write about my three memories
in Canada.

First, 1 will write classes of McGill. They were pleasant and exciting. | thought everything in
English in the class. Second | visited Quebec and Ottawa. | was satisfied with short trips to these
towns. I surely recommend you.

Third is trip of Toronto. My group enjoyed tours by bicycle. | really enjoyed but tired very much.

I would like to say thanks for my host family, teachers, friends, Masako-san, monitors, my family.
Thank you so much!



Canada brought me up
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I was weak in English and hated it. When I study English, I must memorize a lot of
words and grammar. And translating English sentences into Japanese is main lesson

in an English class in Japan. But it is becoming important for Japanese to have the
skill in English. That’s why I thought I must come to know English and decided to take
part in this program.

I had been anxious about something until the time.
The time is when I saw my host family’s smile. Their
smile had me forget anxiety so it was a memorable smile
for me. The later, I had had dinner and talked with them
for a month in Montreal. When I spoke to them with my
poor English, they waited until I finished speaking and
corrected my English. Thanks to them, I could spend a
good time in Montreal.

The teachers and the assistant students in McGill




university helped me to study English. There were the classes we went to somewhere
in Montreal with them and the lectures by some professionals. They were very
interesting for me because I could enjoy communication and learn Canadian culture,
history and so on. I cannot have such experience in Japan.

I am weak in English. But I don’t hate it. I knew that communication with foreigner
1s very exciting. So I come to feel an interest in English is one of tool to communicate
with them. This program made me notice the pleasure of English as a sender and
broaden my outlook remarkably. Thank you for Canada.

A Precious Experience in Montreal
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This trip to Canada is the most wonderful and precious experience in my life. Actually, this
season is very important for my job-hunting. Therefore, | was worrying about going abroad for one
month at first. As a result, | think this trip had stimulated me and given many great advantages. I’'m
glad to join it!!

McGill English program started from 23", February. After the long flights, | arrived at Montreal
and began to stay with family soon. At first, | was always worrying about much anxiety such as my
English skill, daily life in foreign country, sick and so on.

Fortunately, my host family, Mr. and Mrs. Sohnemann
were very kind and helpful to me like real parents. | was
exhausted by jet lag for a few days and they really took
care of me.

| felt peace and touched their kindness. | talked a lot of
various topics, such as the difference of culture, food,
people, problem and girls with my host parents every day!

I was excellently satisfied with this conversation and |
want to say so much thanks for them again and again!




This program mainly aims to improve students’ English skill. I could have learned not only
English but also culture, great nature, hobbies and so on. | had classes in McGill University and
talked with my monitors every day. They were also kind for me. These were very precious
opportunities to know a new idea and sense of value. | thought “pronunciation clinic” class was one
of the most interesting programs. Japanese is said to have big problems of pronunciation in English.
I could learn right expressions and improve pleasantly. Every day was full of surprising and
impression!

In Japan | do not have so much opportunity to speak English in a daily life. 1 was studying
English only for exams. | think this is a serious problem from the point of education system of
English in Japan. Until now, | have been studying English for many years but actually | can’t speak
fluently. Going and studying abroad is a nice chance to expand the value and possibility of using
English by using this kind of program. It has given me a great inspiration. | could feel impression
like that. Of course, “one month” is too short to study language. It’s very difficult to improve the
skill dramatically for only 4 weeks. However, this wonderful experience will help me in many
situations in my future and be a trigger to study English much harder.

When | was using English as a way of life, | felt happy. If it went well, | could feel happier. |
believe that feeling changes in me will surely be my strong confidence and support myself. If |
have an opportunity to visit Canada, I’m sure to come back. It was very cold season in Montreal. |
want to go in summer next. | never fail to visit my host family. I’'m really glad to join this seriously
awesome program and meet many wonderful people in Canada. | will never forget these memories!\
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I have not taken an airplane and been to Canada before, so | was nervous before | went to Canada.
But | felt relieved because | could spend a month in Canada. | went to Canada to study English, so |
had English classes. These classes were too hard. | was tired every day. Sometimes | thought I
wanted to return to Japan.

My host family was so good. They were very kind. Edith, my host mother was a chef , her
cooking was amazing. She could cook anything. For example Lasagna, Penne, Hamburger ,etc.

Salome, Edith’s daughter was a cute girl. She taught me how to use a washing machine. Dustin

was a student too. He stayed Edith’s house to study French. He was a nice guy. He took me skating.
Meeting them was important. I won’t forget them. I could not tell them how much I appreciate, so

I had good experience in Canada and Episode in Canada is my treasure. | think that | have learned
a lot. I want to go to Canada again!! Merci. ARIGATO.
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